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Literature overview shared by the City of 

Amsterdam 
January 2026, Fé van Delden (f.van.delden@amsterdam.nl) 

China 

• https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202307/1294345.shtml 

• https://www.chinadailyhk.com/hk/article/616874  

• https://www.ichongqing.info/2025/07/20/cool-havens-in-the-scorching-heat-chongqings-

186-public-cooling-zones-prove-popular/  

• https://www.pbs.org/newshour/world/chinese-cities-open-air-raid-shelters-for-heat-

relief-as-extreme-temperatures-lead-to-deaths  

United States  

• https://nchh.org/information-and-evidence/learn-about-healthy-

housing/emergencies/extreme-heat/cooling-centers-by-state/ 

• https://portal.311.nyc.gov/article/?kanumber=KA-02663  

• https://citymeetings.nyc/meetings/new-york-city-council/2025-04-08-1000-am-

committee-on-health/chapter/minimum-standards-and-criteria-for-nyc-cooling-centers/  

• https://stacks.cdc.gov/view/cdc/157939/cdc_157939_DS1.pdf#:~:text=Introduction:%20Sp

ending%20a%20few%20hours%20to%20cool,State%20(NYS)%20by%20various%20mo

des%20of%20transportation 

• https://vancouver.citynews.ca/2022/07/26/metro-vancouver-cooling-locations/  

• https://211la.org/cooling-centers-2025 

• https://laist.com/news/climate-environment/cooling-center-struggle  

• https://www.epa.gov/arp/schools-community-cleaner-air-and-cooling-centers 

• https://climateinsight.ca/solution/cooling-centers  

• https://stacks.cdc.gov/view/cdc/47657  

• https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC9378433/  

• https://weact.org/programs/cooling-centers/  

Canada 

• https://211ontario.ca/service/90086315/toronto-city-of-toronto-cooling-centres/#refresh  

• https://clever-cartophers-toronto-heat-response-

utoronto.hub.arcgis.com/datasets/191e23b043e84fe88fac374a2c901e30/explore 

• https://greeninfrastructureontario.org/cooling-centres-highlight-the-need-for-greater-

accessibility-to-green-infrastructure-in-ontario/  

• https://heathealth.info/wp-content/uploads/9635-PublicHealthHeatReliefStrategy.pdf  
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India 

• https://www.nrdc.org/bio/vijay-limaye/jodhpur-india-unveils-its-first-net-zero-cooling-

station 

• https://www.greenpeace.org/india/en/story/18265/how-communities-in-delhi-are-rising-

together-against-extreme-heat/  

• https://www.preventionweb.net/publication/policies-and-plans/india-guidelines-cooling-

centers  

• https://www.preventionweb.net/publication/policies-and-plans/india-guidelines-cooling-

centers  

Spain 

• https://www.barcelona.cat/barcelona-pel-clima/en/specific-actions/climate-shelters-

network  

• https://www.preventionweb.net/news/welcoming-climate-shelters-barcelona 

• https://www.barcelona.cat/infobarcelona/en/tema/climate-emergency/nearly-200-

climate-shelters-to-beat-the-heat-in-the-city-2_1302979.html 

• https://www.dw.com/en/barcelonas-heat-shelters-save-lives-focus-on-europe/video-

73157540 

• https://www.barcelona.cat/barcelona-pel-clima/en/specific-actions/climate-shelters-

network  

• https://eu-mayors.ec.europa.eu/en/Valencia-Climate-Shelters-Network 

• https://medurbantools.com/portfolio_page/valencia-climate-shelters/  

• https://madridiowa.org/cooling-centers-open-june-20-21-23-2025/  

• https://www.timeout.com/news/this-mediterranean-country-is-opening-air-conditioned-

shelters-to-protect-locals-from-heatwaves-121925  

• https://www.interregeurope.eu/good-practices/climate-shelters  

Other European Countries  

• https://theworld.org/stories/2025/08/15/from-car-free-streets-to-cooling-centers-locals-

confront-milans-rising-heat (Italy)  

• https://en.ilsole24ore.com/art/record-heat-map-climate-shelters-rome-florence-milan-

turin-AH0aR5SB?refresh_ce=1 (Italy)  

• https://www.facebook.com/groups/1373361046396315/posts/1886397055092709/ (Italy)  

• https://coolschools.eu/the-project/  

• https://amensagem.pt/2023/05/04/climate-shelters-heat/ (Portugal) 

• https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/en/mission/solutions/mission-stories/effectively-

tackling-heat-waves-in-amadora-story52 (Portugal) 

• https://www.eppedia.eu/article/cold-homes-during-winter-period-and-excess-heat-

homes-during-summer-portugal (Portugal) 

• https://greekcitytimes.com/2024/07/13/athens-cooling-centres/ (Greece) 

• https://eu-mayors.ec.europa.eu/en/Athens-Hits-Refresh-Beating-the-Heat-with-Urban-

Cooling-Solutions (Greece) 

• https://coolathens.cityofathens.gr/en/ (Greece) 

• https://coolathens.cityofathens.gr/en/ (Greece) 
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• https://www.london.gov.uk/programmes-strategies/environment-and-climate-

change/climate-change/climate-adaptation/cool-spaces (United Kingdom) 

• https://www.islington.gov.uk/social-care-and-health/cool-spaces (United Kingdom) 

• https://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/assets/Services-Environment/CoL-Cool-Spaces.pdf 

(United Kingdom) 

• https://www.1069thex.com/2025/06/24/cooling-centres-to-go-when-is-too-how-outside/ 

(United Kingdom) 

• https://mcfd.org.mt/2025/07/health-precautionary-measures-for-high-temperatures 

(Malta) 

• https://www.luxtimes.lu/yourluxembourg/moneyandpersonalfinance/keep-cool-and-

carry-on-working/73755476.html (Luxembourg) 

• https://smartcity.wien.gv.at/en/cooling-zone/ (Austria) 

• https://www.roteskreuz.at/wien/cooling-center (Austria) 

The Netherlands 

• https://www.l1nieuws.nl/nieuws/2968900/gemeente-heerlen-introduceert-koeltekamers-

maar-wij-weten-van-niks  

• https://www.ad.nl/heerlen/heerlen-pakt-hitte-aan-met-koelkits-koeltekamers-en-

groenere-tuinen~a13e990c/  

• https://www.limburger.nl/regio/heerlen/koeltekamers-in-heerlen-dicht-of-de-

medewerkers-weten-van-niks-ik-vroeg-me-al-af-waar-die-hier-zou-moeten-

zijn/83457092.html 

• https://www.omroepbrabant.nl/nieuws/4715924/oververhitte-ouderen-koelen-af-in-dit-

gemeentehuis-en-krijgen-waterijsjes 

• https://gezondheidsgids.ggdhaaglanden.nl/document/Evaluatie-Haags-Hitteplan/  

• https://rotterdamsweerwoord.nl/koelekaart/  

General information on (community) cooling centers 

• https://preparecenter.org/wp-

content/uploads/2024/04/Community_Cooling_Centre_Manual.pdf 

• https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/analysis/publications/cooling-buildings-sustainably-in-

europe-exploring-the-links-between-climate-change-mitigation-and-adaptation-and-

their-social-impacts  

• https://facilitiesmanagementadvisor.com/emergency-preparedness/how-to-turn-

facilities-into-public-cooling-centers-during-extreme-heat/ 

• https://www.forbes.com/sites/christinero/2023/09/01/5-ways-to-increase-use-of-cooling-

centers/ 

• https://heathealth.info/wp-content/uploads/NDMA-Cooling-centre-guidelines.pdf 
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